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1. Curriculum Intent 

At Leonard Stanley Church of England Primary School we believe in ‘Loving and 

Learning for Life; as Jesus taught us’.  Our curriculum is designed to give every child 

a life-long love of learning, gain knowledge and acquire skills to ultimately help them 

to succeed in life beyond Leonard Stanley Primary School. We create a happy, 

healthy and safe Christian environment where everyone feels valued and respected 

and where each pupil is given the opportunity to develop to their full potential through 

inspiring teaching and a creative, engaging curriculum. 

Our Key Learning Goals, which have strong links with our Christian Values, outline 

what we want our children to be like when they leave us in Year 6: 

 Resilient Readers and Learners 

 Constantly Curious 

 Respectful Global Citizens 

 Confident Advocates for the Environment 

 Happy and Active for Life 

Our school curriculum is underpinned by the ‘DEEP’ curriculum model which has 

been created to reflect both our pupil’s needs and the unique community that we are 

part of.  

Our ‘DEEP’ curriculum is: 

 Designed for challenge 

 Experiential 

 Environmentally immersive 

 Project-real 

For each topic, our ‘DEEP’ curriculum intends to: 

 Provide a broad and balanced education for all pupils that’s coherently planned 

and sequenced towards cumulatively sufficient knowledge for skills for future 

learning. 
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 Enable pupils to develop knowledge, understand concepts and acquire skills, and 

be able to choose and apply these in relevant and project-real situations 

 Support pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural development 

 Support pupils’ physical development and responsibility for their own health, 

enabling them to be happy and active for life 

 Promote a positive attitude towards learning so that a love for learning continues 

throughout the lives of pupils 

 Ensure equal access to learning for all pupils, with high expectations for every 

pupil and appropriate levels of challenge and support 

 Have a high academic ambition for all pupils ensuring that they meet or exceed 

the requirements of the National Curriculum 

 Equip pupils with the knowledge and cultural capital they need to succeed in life 

 Encourage children to become passionate and confident advocates for the 

environment  

 Provide a wealth of new experiences 

 Encourage pupils to take risks and be resilient 

 Learn outdoors and explore the world beyond the classroom 

 Promote the learning and development of our youngest children in Early Years 

and ensure they are ready for Key Stage 1 

 

2. Legislation and guidance 

This policy reflects the requirements of the National Curriculum programmes of 

study, which all maintained schools in England must teach. 

It also reflects requirements for inclusion and equality as set out in the Special 

Educational Needs and Disability Code of Practice 2014 and Equality Act 2010, and 

refers to curriculum-related expectations of governing boards set out in the 

Department for Education’s Governance Handbook. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/national-curriculum
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/national-curriculum
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/send-code-of-practice-0-to-25
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/send-code-of-practice-0-to-25
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2010/15/part/6/chapter/1
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/governance-handbook
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In addition, this policy acknowledges the requirements for promoting the learning and 

development of children set out in the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) 

statutory framework. 

3. Roles and responsibilities 

3.1 The governing body 

The governing body will monitor the effectiveness of this policy and hold the 

headteacher to account for its implementation. 

The governing body will also ensure that: 

 A robust framework is in place for setting curriculum priorities and aspirational 

targets 

 Enough teaching time is provided for pupils to cover the National Curriculum and 

other statutory requirements 

 The school is teaching a "broad and balanced curriculum" 

 Proper provision is made for pupils with different abilities and needs, including 

children with special educational needs (SEN) 

 The school implements the relevant statutory assessment arrangements 

 It participates actively in decision-making about the breadth and balance of the 

curriculum 

 It fulfils its role in processes to disapply pupils from all or part of the National 

Curriculum, where appropriate, and in any subsequent appeals 

3.2 Headteacher 

The headteacher is responsible for ensuring that this policy is adhered to, and that: 

 All required elements of the curriculum, and those subjects which the school 

chooses to offer, have aims and objectives which reflect the aims of the school 

and indicate how the needs of individual pupils will be met 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/early-years-foundation-stage-framework--2
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/early-years-foundation-stage-framework--2
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 The amount of time provided for teaching the required elements of the curriculum 

is adequate and is reviewed by the governing board 

 Where appropriate, the individual needs of some pupils are met by permanent or 

temporary disapplication from all or part of the National Curriculum 

 The school’s procedures for assessment meet all legal requirements 

 The governing board is fully involved in decision-making processes that relate to 

the breadth and balance of the curriculum 

 The governing board is advised on whole-school targets in order to make 

informed decisions 

 Proper provision is in place for pupils with different abilities and needs, including 

children with SEN 

3.3 Subject Leaders 

The Subject Leaders for each curriculum subject will ensure that the school 

curriculum is implemented in accordance with this policy. They will: 

 Create action plans to promote and further develop their subject 

 Ensure agreed formats for planning and assessing their subject are adhered to 

throughout the school 

 Ensure curriculum coverage in all year groups reflects the requirements of the 

National Curriculum and successfully builds upon prior learning  

 Monitor standards of teaching and learning of their subject across the school, 

through lesson visits, book audits, planning audits, pupil conferencing and staff 

conferencing and offering support to staff where needed 

 Ensure that opportunities for outdoor learning are utilised fully for their subject 

 Engage in CPD opportunities to develop their subject and leadership skills 

 Promote enjoyment of their subject for both pupils and staff 
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 Work alongside the Assessment Leader, Senior Leadership Team and SEND 

Coordinator to ensure that children of all abilities, including those with additional 

needs, are making good progress in their subject 

 Audit resources and liaise with the headteacher to order new resources 

 Work alongside members of the Governing Body and the Senior Leadership 

Team to promote, monitor and develop the subject they are responsible for. 

3.4 Other staff 

Other staff will ensure that the school curriculum is implemented in accordance with 

this policy. 

4. Implementation 

4.1 Organisation and Planning 

Our ‘DEEP’ curriculum is broad, balanced, aspirational, enjoyable and meaningful. It 

is: Designed for challenge, Experiential, Environmentally immersive and Project-real. 

How is this achieved?  

 Each new topic begins with a ‘launch’ and ends with a ‘landing’. The topic launch 

is exciting and engaging for learners, inspiring them to ask questions and 

promoting enthusiasm for new learning. The ‘landing’ is a chance to reflect upon 

the knowledge and skills acquired and is ‘project-real’ wherever possible. 

 Within each overarching topic theme, learning opportunities are separated into 

discrete subjects, e.g. Geography, History and Music etc. This enables children to 

develop a sense of subject and to make connections between the knowledge and 

skills that have come in previous year groups and how they are built upon more 

deeply as they progress through the school. 

 Strong links are made between core and non-core subjects, thus building 

meaningful connections and supporting children to learn more and remember 

more. 
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 Development of reading, writing and oracy skills across all curriculum areas is of 

the highest priority. Writing opportunities in English lessons and text choices for 

reading lessons are linked to the topic theme where possible and high quality 

texts are used within curriculum lessons themselves. The highest standards of 

writing in all curriculum areas are expected and pupils are supported well in 

acquiring and using tier two vocabulary. 

 We promote the use of visitors, trips, workshops and new experiences as much 

as possible, providing memorable and exiting learning opportunities for children 

and encouraging them to make links with classroom learning. Opportunities to 

become involved in socially and culturally enhancing events to benefit children 

are actively taken, e.g. Young Voices, pantomime visits, performances at local 

care homes etc. 

 Our curriculum has been carefully designed to celebrate the uniqueness of our 

local area and to suit our local context and unique village setting. Outdoor 

learning opportunities are promoted in all curriculum areas and children are 

actively encouraged to become passionate and confident advocates for the 

environment. 

 Teachers and subject leaders use each other’s knowledge and expertise to 

support in effective planning and delivery of the curriculum 

 Staff use the National Curriculum to generate ‘Key Learning Points’ for each 

subject, which explicitly state what knowledge and skills children are expected to 

acquire. These Key Learning Points have been generated with awareness of prior 

learning and what learning will be coming up in subsequent year groups and this 

is made clear to pupils. 

 Curriculum Overview Maps are created by each year group, outlining the Key 

Learning Points that will be taught and learnt in each year group and how they 

link with other subjects. 

 A consistent lesson planning format is used throughout KS1 and KS2, called 

Subject Progress in Learning sheets. Produced termly for each topic in focus, 

they detail prior learning, tier two vocabulary, key learning points, lesson activities 

and skills to acquire and also highlight outdoor learning opportunities. 
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 At the start of each topic, prior learning assessment activities are carried out and 

Subject Progress in Learning sheets are adapted as a result of findings to suit the 

needs of the cohort and individuals within the cohort. 

 Termly Unit of Work Assessment sheets are used to assess children’s acquisition 

of knowledge and skills for each discrete subject. They are regularly shared and 

discussed with the children and used to identify gaps in children’s learning and 

identify any intervention needs to action. These are collated to form a tracker on 

the server, to be shared with the next year group teacher, who can respond 

accordingly by adapting future plans. 

 Early Years and Reception use a combination of Learning Journeys and 

Floorbooks to collate work produced by pupils. KS1 children present their 

curriculum work in Topic Books and they subject specific books for core subjects. 

KS2 children present all work in subject specific books. The subject specific 

books are passed up with the children as they progress through school to support 

them in revising and building upon prior learning. 

 Curriculum Topic Maps are shared with parents on the school website to improve 

home-school links. 

 

 Our curriculum covers: 

o Relationships and sex education 

o Spiritual, moral, social and cultural development 

o British values 

 See our EYFS policy for information on how our early years curriculum is 

delivered. 

 

4.2  Inclusion 

Teachers set high expectations for all pupils. They use appropriate assessment to 

set ambitious targets and plan challenging work for all groups, including: 

 More able pupils 

 Pupils with low prior attainment 

 Pupils from disadvantaged backgrounds 
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 Pupils with SEN 

 Pupils with English as an additional language (EAL) 

Teachers will plan lessons so that pupils with SEN and/or disabilities can study every 

National Curriculum subject (where possible) and ensure that barriers to every pupil 

achieving are eliminated. 

Teachers will also take account of the needs of pupils whose first language is not 

English. Lessons will be planned so that teaching opportunities help pupils to 

develop their English, and to support pupils to take part in all subjects. 

Further information can be found in our statement of equality information and 

objectives, and in our SEN policy and information report. 

4.3  Monitoring arrangements 

Governors monitor coverage of National Curriculum subjects and compliance with 

other statutory requirements through: 

 School visits 

 Pupil conferences 

 Book audits 

 Learning walks 

 Meetings with Subject Leaders and the Senior Leadership Team 

 

Subject Leaders monitor the way their subject is taught throughout the school by: 

 Lesson visits 

 Pupil conferences 

 Staff conferences 

 Book audits 

 Learning walks 
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 Planning audits 

 Facilitating moderation activities 

Subject Leaders also have responsibility for monitoring the way in which resources 

are stored and managed. 

 

5 Impact of our curriculum 

Subject Leaders and the Senior Leadership Team gather a variety of evidence 

regularly to celebrate the impact of the curriculum and also to identify how the 

curriculum can be further developed and improved. This is done through: 

 Sharing samples of work and ensuring progression of knowledge and skills 

throughout a unit of work, key stage and ultimately through the pupils’ whole 

school journey. 

 Speaking with pupils to understand their viewpoints on the impact of the 

curriculum on their acquisition of knowledge and skills and on their enjoyment of 

learning. 

 Open, constructive discussions amongst staff about the impact specific areas of 

the curriculum have on pupils and sharing ideas and expertise to make 

adjustments to the curriculum so that it continues to evolve and make a greater 

impact on learners over time. 

 Use of elicitation activities at the start of each topic and adjusting curriculum plans 

accordingly to meet the needs of learners. 

 Use of Unit Assessment Sheets in books and server trackers to gather 

assessment information, analyse data and identify interventions required to 

ensure that all learners succeed. 

 Gathering portfolios of evidence for each subject to support staff in moderation 

and in ensuring high expectations of all pupils in all year groups. 
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6 Links with other policies 

This policy links to the following policies and procedures: 

 EYFS policy 

 Assessment policy 

 SEND policy 

 Equality information and objectives 

 English policy 

 Maths policy 

 Science policy 

 Outdoor Learning policy 

 Religious Education policy 

 


