
 
  
 

 
 
 

“Loving and Learning for Life, as Jesus taught us.” 

 

Leonard Stanley English Policy                                                                                       
Next Review: Jan 2024 

pg1 
 

 

 

 

 

Leonard Stanley C of E Primary School 

English Policy 

 

Title: English Policy 

Person(s) who created policy: English Subject Leader, Headteacher and 

Governing Body 

Date reviewed: January 2022 

Review Frequency: Biennial  

Date for next review: January 2024 

 
 
 
 
 

  



 
  
 

 
 
 

“Loving and Learning for Life, as Jesus taught us.” 

 

Leonard Stanley English Policy                                                                                       
Next Review: Jan 2024 

pg2 
 

1. Aims 

At Leonard Stanley Church of England Primary School we believe in ‘Loving and 

Learning for Life; as Jesus taught us’.  Our curriculum is designed to give every child 

a life-long love of learning, gain knowledge and acquire skills to ultimately help them 

to succeed in life beyond Leonard Stanley Primary School. We create a happy, 

healthy and safe Christian environment where everyone feels valued and respected 

and where each pupil is given the opportunity to develop to their full potential through 

inspiring teaching and a creative, engaging curriculum. 

At Leonard Stanley Primary, we believe that all pupils should have the opportunity to: 

➢ Be articulate speakers and good responsive listeners in a variety of 

situations. 

➢ Develop a genuine love of language and the written word. 

➢ Be fluent, confident readers who are able to successfully understand and 

enjoy a wide range of genres and text types. 

➢ Develop a lifelong love of literature and an enjoyment of reading for pleasure, 

a good knowledge of a range of authors, and be able to understand more 

about the world in which they live through the knowledge they gain from texts. 

➢ Acquire a wide vocabulary, a solid understanding of grammar and be able to 

spell new words by effectively applying the spelling patterns and rules they 

learn throughout their time in primary school.  

➢ Write clearly, accurately and coherently, adapting their language and style for 

a range of contexts, purposes and audiences.  

➢ Take pride in the presentation of their writing, in part by developing a good, 

joined, handwriting style. 

➢ By the end of their time at our primary school, be able to speak, read and 

write fluently and with confidence in any subject in their forthcoming 

secondary education.  
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2. Legislation and guidance 

This policy acknowledges the requirements for promoting the learning and 

development of children set out in the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) 

statutory framework.  

This policy reflects the requirements of the National Curriculum programmes of 

study, which all maintained schools in England must teach.  

This policy also reflects requirements for inclusion and equality as set out in the 

Special Educational Needs and Disability Code of Practice 2014 and Equality Act 

2010, and refers to curriculum-related expectations of governing boards set out in 

the Department for Education’s Governance Handbook. 

 

3. Speaking and Listening 

At Leonard Stanley Primary School we prioritise development of every child's 

competence, confidence and enjoyment in speaking and listening. We believe that 

speaking and listening underpins development of reading and writing. Opportunities 

to develop speaking and listening activities are therefore embedded throughout our 

teaching in the Early Years, Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2. 

 

To develop our pupils as speakers and listeners we:  

➢ Give all children opportunities to express their ideas to a range of audiences. 

➢ Give all children opportunities to take part in group discussions, debates and 

drama activities. 

➢ Encourage all children to listen and respond appropriately to others. 

➢ Help all children to understand the need to adapt their speech to different 

situations.  

➢ Give all children opportunities to evaluate and reflect on their own speech. 

➢ Encourage all children to use vocabulary and grammar of Standard English.  

➢ Provide a stimulating, experiential learning environment, which arouses 

children's interest and curiosity. 

➢ Provide good role models.  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/early-years-foundation-stage-framework--2
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/early-years-foundation-stage-framework--2
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/national-curriculum
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/national-curriculum
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/send-code-of-practice-0-to-25
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2010/15/part/6/chapter/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2010/15/part/6/chapter/1
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/governance-handbook
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➢ Listen carefully, with respect and interest to what the children say.  

➢ Give all children equal opportunities to develop their oracy skills. 

 

4. Phonics and Reading 

 

4.1 Phonics in EYFS, KS1 and beyond 

We use Jolly Phonics and Letters and Sounds to teach Phonics and we use a variety 

of resources to support the implementation of these schemes. Children in EYFS and 

Year 1 have daily phonics lessons and once children are secure in Phase 5 phonics 

they progress to daily spelling lessons for the remainder of KS1, based on the 

National Curriculum Programme of Study. 

 

During the Summer Term in Year 1, pupils undertake a Phonics Screening Check 

which assesses their ability to apply what they have learnt. Individuals and groups 

requiring extra support at any stage of their phonic learning journey are identified 

early and are given additional support to catch up. 

4.2 Guided Reading Lessons 

In EYFS children initially share quality texts as a class to start to develop basic 

comprehension skills. When they are ready, the children are introduced to regular 

group Guided Reading lessons, which continues into Year 1 and Year 2. The group 

Guided Reading lessons enable children to work in small focussed groups matched 

to their phonic ability, guided by a teacher or teaching assistant who can help them 

develop reading fluency, vocabulary and comprehension skills. By the start of spring 

term in Year 2 right through to Year 6, children take part in regular whole class 

Guided Reading lessons, developing age-appropriate skills together as a cohort. 

At Leonard Stanley Primary School we have a skills based approach to teaching 

reading using reading VIPERS: Vocabulary, Inference, Prediction, Explain, Retrieve 

and Sequence (KS1)/Summarise(KS2). These skills are closely matched with 

National Curriculum expectations and enable teachers and pupils to develop each 

reading skill explicitly. 
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In Years 4, 5 and 6, children also take part in a 10 week whole class teaching 

programme called Project X Comprehension Express, using strategies which 

compliment reading VIPERS, to enable accelerated progress for learners. 

4.3 Reading at Home 

At Leonard Stanley Primary we are acutely aware of the importance of developing 

strong home-school links to ensure that reading progress is maximised for all 

learners. Our whole school weekly reading challenge expects children in all classes 

to read and discuss an appropriate text at home with an adult. A well-embedded 

rewards system supports this (Reading Passports and Class Book Box Prize). 

We provide high quality texts for independent and home reading from different 

reading schemes but most of our reading stock is from Collins Big Cat, Bug Club and 

Oxford Songbirds. We review and invest regularly to ensure that the stock is 

appealing and closely matched to phonic ability. These books are easily labelled and 

accessible so even our youngest children can make choices about which books to 

read. 

4.4 Reading for Pleasure 

We intend for our pupils to develop a lifelong love of literature and an enjoyment of 

reading for pleasure. We achieve this in a variety of ways: 

➢ We teach using carefully selected, high-quality texts and ensure that children 

are exposed to a range of genres and authors during their time at our school. 

➢ Texts used in lessons and at home are closely matched to each child’s phonic 

ability, to maximise progress and raise confidence and self-esteem when 

reading. 

➢ We regularly purchase new, exciting text stock for class use and the libraries. 

➢ We have very well-resourced, inviting KS1 and KS2 libraries and children 

have regular access to them. 

➢ Adults in school read aloud regularly to children as role models and reading 

advocates. 
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➢ We have whole class sets of books so classes can share exciting, quality 

texts together. 

➢ Children are given regular opportunities to read independently in school. 

➢ Every class has a cosy and well-stocked reading corner. 

➢ In the KS2 library, texts are displayed alphabetically so that books from 

specific authors can be easily selected. The ‘author of the month’ display 

introduces children to new authors. 

➢ Our Year 6 librarians ensure that the library is organised and accessible to all. 

They listen to children read and offer advice to those choosing new books.  

➢ The ‘Recommended Reads’ section of the library encourages children to 

recommend books to each other and try out different authors. 

➢ The ‘older readers’ section and the ‘dyslexia friendly’ labels on books help 

children to select books that would suit them best.  

➢ The annual poetry competition promotes enjoyment of poetry. 

➢ World Book Day is celebrated annually, with exciting activities and costumes 

to promote a love of reading.  

➢ The annual Scholastic Book Fair is very well-supported by our school families. 

Children love buying books and we use the generous commission to buy 

class texts and update our library stock with new releases. 

➢ The annual ‘Extreme Reading’ competition promotes a love of reading in 

some very unusual places! 

➢ We promote the national ‘Summer Reading Challenge’ in school. 

 

5. Writing 

 

5.1 Writing Lessons  

As soon as children enter our Early Years, development of their literacy and physical 

development skills are a priority and vital building blocks needed to become 

confident, accomplished writers. Learning to write is closely linked to a child’s 

physical development, so they are encouraged to experience a range of activities 
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that develop their gross and fine motor skills. When they start Reception, children 

take part in daily phonics and regular writing lessons to write letters, sounds and 

words. They are provided with a range of stimulating opportunities for child-initiated 

writing and activities that support their development. When the cohort is ready, Year 

1 children make the transition from being taught writing skills in small groups to 

whole class English lessons, in line with the rest of the school. 

English knowledge and skills are taught within progressive units of work of varying 

lengths based around a high-quality text. Teachers ensure that children are able to 

write for a variety of purposes throughout the year, ensuring a balance between 

fiction, non-fiction and poetry. Across the school, writing can be factual, imaginative 

or based upon children's own experiences. Writing will often be cross-curricular, 

taking account of educational visits, school events, topic research, investigations and 

real-life experiences. As much as possible, we plan opportunities for our children to 

write with a real audience in mind. 

At least one unit per term is taught as a full Talk for Writing Unit. Shorter units of 

work often include some, but not all, of the features of a Talk for Writing unit too. 

Children are given regular opportunities to plan, write and edit extended writing, with 

focussed, targeted teaching at each stage of the writing process. We expect the 

same high standards or transcription and composition in all areas of the curriculum. 

5.2  Spelling 

In EYFS, Year 1 and through the initial part of Year 2, children are taught spelling 

skills within their daily phonics lessons. In Year 2, children progress from daily 

phonics lessons to daily spelling lessons. From Year 3 onwards, children have 

approximately five explicit spelling sessions per fortnight. In addition to this, spelling 

skills are taught and embedded during English writing lessons in all year groups. 

From Year 2-6, teachers use strategies and resources from the No Nonsense 

Spelling scheme to ensure all spelling skills and rules outlined in the National 

Curriculum are taught effectively.  
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To ensure writing fluency, we place a high importance on learning how to spell 

common exception words. Sets of focus ‘key words’ are taught termly in each year 

group and are displayed, taught and assessed in every class. From Year 1 onwards, 

key words are practised as part of children’s weekly spelling homework too. 

Teachers and teaching assistants across the school have high expectations for 

pupils to apply spellings that they have learnt when writing independently in all areas 

of the curriculum.  

5.3 Grammar and Punctuation 

Pupils are taught discrete punctuation and grammar skills appropriate to their age-

related expectations within progressive units of English work, allowing opportunities 

to identify, practice and consolidate grammatical understanding and then apply these 

skills in end of unit writing outcomes and when writing across the curriculum. 

Teachers also focus on particular grammar and punctuation skills as stand-alone 

lessons, if they feel that the class need additional time to learn and practise the skill. 

6. Handwriting 

At Leonard Stanley Primary School, we encourage children to take pride in the 

presentation of their writing, in part by developing a consistent, joined handwriting 

style. In EYFS and Year 1 children print their letters and as they move into Year 2 

they have focussed handwriting lessons to help them to form pre-cursive letters, with 

‘feeder-leader lines’. Before the end of Year 2, children are taught how to join their 

handwriting. 

Teachers use ‘The Write Path’ programme and other high quality resources to teach 

handwriting discretely and they also reinforce handwriting skills during writing 

lessons. High standards of handwriting are expected in all curriculum areas. 

Children who excel with neat handwriting and meet the following assessment criteria 

are awarded with a Pen Licence and a special handwriting pen: 

➢ Correct letter formation for lower-case letters. 

➢ Upper-case letters are formed correctly. 
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➢ Feeder-leader lines are used for all lower-case letters. 

➢ Letters sit on the line. 

➢ Tall letters (ascenders) are double the height of small letters and do not touch 

the line above. 

➢ Dangly letters (descenders) should dangle below the line. All of the ‘tails’ of 

the letters should be the same size. They should not touch the line below. 

➢ Circular letters should be round and not squashed. 

➢ Handwriting is neat and correctly formed when writing in all subject areas. 

Here is a guide to the correct letter formation: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7. Inclusion 

Teachers set high expectations for all pupils in Phonics, Guided Reading and 

English lessons. They use appropriate assessment to set ambitious targets and plan 

challenging work for all groups, including: 

 More able pupils 
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 Pupils with low prior attainment 

 Pupils from disadvantaged backgrounds 

 Pupils with SEN 

 Pupils with English as an additional language (EAL) 

Teachers will plan lessons so that pupils with SEN and/or disabilities can study 

Reading and Writing (where possible) and ensure that barriers to every pupil 

achieving are overcome. 

Teachers will also take account of the needs of pupils whose first language is not 

English. Lessons will be planned so that teaching opportunities help pupils to 

develop their English, and to support pupils to take part in all subjects. 

Further information can be found in our statement of equality information and 

objectives, and in our SEN policy and information report 

8. Assessment and Feedback 

To ensure that children remain on track to achieve our aims, we use a regular and 

rigorous teaching, assessment and intervention cycle. This includes: 

➢ Using ongoing formative assessment to identify next steps for learners and 

ensure that lessons are closely matched to learners’ needs. We use Reading 

and Writing planning and feedback sheets across the school to evaluate 

learning and identify next steps for cohorts, groups and individuals. These are 

actioned with urgency.  

➢ Tracking children’s attainment and progress within the EYFS using the Early 

Learning Goals criteria and identifying next steps in learning. 

➢ Carrying out reading, grammar, punctuation and spelling assessments at the 

end of each short term using Rising Stars PIRA, GAPS and NTS tests (Years 

1, 3, 4 and 5) and past SATs papers (Year 2 and Year 6 only) to assess 

children, track progress and identify next steps. 

➢ Carrying out regular writing assessments, evaluating independent writing 

produced in class against an agreed writing assessment criteria. Information 
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from these assessments is used to identify individual writing targets and plan 

future learning opportunities. 

➢ Carrying out termly Whole School Writing Challenges to ensure progression 

within specified genres across the school as well as monitoring in-year 

progress. 

➢ Using a range of effective feedback strategies in class, such as quality first 

teaching, invaluable immediate oral feedback, discussions with the class 

teachers and teaching assistants and self and peer evaluations. 

➢ Using PM Benchmarking to ensure that children are reading within 

appropriate and sufficiently challenging book bands. In Reception and KS1, 

book band trackers are used to track children’s progress within the book 

bands. 

➢ KS1 children taking part in the Phonics Screening Check at the end of Year 

1. Their progress in applying their phonic knowledge to read real and alien 

words is tracked throughout the year and interventions carried out when 

needed to close any gaps. 

➢ Year 2 and 6 children completing standardised tests for Reading and 

Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling, in line with National end of key stage 

assessment requirements. 

➢ Using a data tracking system that enables us to identify individuals, groups 

and cohorts requiring further support. Termly Pupil Progress meetings with 

senior leaders provide support to ensure good progress is maintained 

throughout the year. 

 

9. Monitoring 

Regular monitoring activities are carried out by English Subject Leader, Senior 

Leadership Team and Governors, often alongside teaching staff, to ensure that 

progress and attainment in Phonics, Reading and Writing is at least good or better 

across the school. This is done through: 

➢ Lesson visits and dialogue between teachers and leaders to share ways to 

develop teaching and learning further. 
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➢ Speaking with pupils to understand their viewpoints on the impact of the 

Reading and Writing curriculum on their acquisition of knowledge and skills 

and on their enjoyment of learning. 

➢ Sharing samples of work and ensuring progression of knowledge and skills 

throughout a unit of work, key stage and ultimately through the pupils’ whole 

school journey.  

➢ Sharing examples of lesson planning to identify progression in learning 

throughout a unit of work. 

➢ Learning walks to promote effective use of the learning environment to make 

progress in Reading and Writing. 

➢ Open, constructive discussions amongst staff about the impact specific areas 

of the English curriculum have on pupils and sharing ideas and expertise to 

make adjustments to the curriculum so that it continues to evolve and make a 

greater impact on learners over time. 

➢ Termly in-house moderation activities and annual cluster moderation activities 

to support staff in moderation and in ensuring consistently high expectations 

of all pupils in all year groups. 

The English Subject Leader also undertakes regular CPD by attending English 

Subject Leader Network Meetings termly. Information and new strategies are shared 

with staff in school and appropriate CPD is carried out. 

10. Links with other policies 

This policy links to the following policies and procedures: 

 EYFS policy 

 Curriculum Policy 

 Assessment policy 

 SEND policy 

 Equality information and objectives 

 Maths policy 

 Outdoor Learning policy 
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 Religious Education policy 

 Reading and Phonics Statement of Intent, Implementation and Impact. 

 Writing Statement of Intent, Implementation and Impact 

 


