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MESSAGE  FROM  THE  HEAD  TEACHER   
   

Dear  Parents,  Carers,  Governors,  Pupils  and  Staff,   

   

In  the  context  of  this  policy,  please  note  that  the  term  ‘everyone’  refers  to  

members  of  staff,  governors,  parents/carers,  pupils  and  anyone  involved  with  

the  school  either  in  a  paid  or  voluntary  capacity.   

   

While  we  appreciate  that  social  networking  is  part  of  many  people’s  daily  lives,  

this  policy  helps  to  ensure  the  safety  of  all  those  involved  with  Leonard  Stanley  

CE  Primary  School.  Our  school  is  a  place  where  we  aim  to  create  an  

environment  that  is  happy,  caring  and  stimulating  and  this  needs  to  be  

maintained  within  the  virtual  world  we  live  in.     

   

We  aim  to  work  in  partnership  with  you  for  the  benefit  of  your  child  at  the  

school.  Therefore  we  ask,  like  the  staff  at  our  school,  that  you  as  parents/carers  

set  a  good  example  to  your  child.  Please  consider  what  information  is  present  

on  any  social  networking  page(s)  and  think  about  the  level  of  protection  you  

have.  Even  in  your  proudest  moment  as  a  parent/carer  of  a  child  at  Leonard  

Stanley  CE  Primary  School  we  ask  that  you  do  not  name  your  child’s  school,  

class  etc  as  this  can  leave  the  gateway  open  to  other  people  commenting  on  

your  child’s  school.  We  educate  the  children  not  to  reveal  such  details  and  

make  comments  good  or  bad  and  therefore  we  are  asking  you  as  responsible  

parents  to  continue  this  message  at  home.     

   

Yours  sincerely   

   

   

Mr  Andrew  Green  Head  Teacher          
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INTRODUCTION   

   

This  policy  is  written  to  establish  the  key  principles  and  code  of  conduct  for  

everyone  to  adhere  to  in  order  to  protect  the  children  and  families  of  the  

school.  It  should  be  read  alongside  the  school’s  E-Safety  policy.     

   

To  outline,  social  networking  activities  conducted  online  outside  of  the  school  

environment,  can  include  blogging,  (the  writing  of  personal  journals  to  publicly  

accessible  web  pages),  involvement  in  social  networking  sites  (such  as  

Facebook,  Twitter,  LinkedIn,  etc)  posting  material  such  as  photos,  videos,  

messages  and  opinions.  The  unintended  consequences  of  using  social  media  

to  voice  frustrations  and  annoyances  can  be  wide  ranging,  and  affect  children  

other  than  your  own,  and  their  families,  and  can  have  potential  unforeseen  

legal  consequences.   

   

1. KEY  PRINCIPLES   

   

1.1   Everyone  at  Leonard  Stanley  CE  Primary  School  has  a  

responsibility  to  ensure  that  they  protect  the  reputation  of  the  

school,  and  to  treat  colleagues,  friends  and  members  of  staff  with  

the  professionalism  and  privacy  that  they  deserve.   

   

1.2  It  is  important  to  protect  everyone  at  Leonard  Stanley  CE  Primary  

School  from  any  allegations  and  misinterpretation  /  

misrepresentations  which  can  arise  from  inappropriate  use  of  social  

networking  sites.   

   

1.3   Safeguarding  children  is  a  key  responsibility  of  all  members  of  staff  

and  it  is  essential  that  everyone  considers  this  and  acts  responsibly  

if  they  are  using  social  networking  sites  out  of  school.  Anyone  

working  at  or  attending  the  school  either  as  a  paid  employee,  
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volunteer  or  visitor  must  not  communicate  with  children  via  social  

networking.   

   

1.4   It  is  advised  that  all  staff  working  at  Leonard  Stanley  CE  Primary  

School  consider  who  their  ‘online  friends’  are.  It  is  advised  to  

consider  your  personal  settings,  content  of  your  social  networking  

page  and  accessibility.  You  may  be  potentially  leaving  yourself  

open  to  allegations  of  inappropriate  contact  or  conduct  or  even  find  

yourself  exposed  to  unwanted  contact.     

   

1.5   No  photos,  videos  or  other  images  should  be  posted  to  any  public  

or  restricted  availability  website  without  full  permission  and  

knowledge  of  the  parents  or  guardians  of  all  children  involved.     

   

1.6   This  limitation  extends  to  publishing  any  names  of  children  or  

families  without  permissions  as  outlined  above.   

 

2. CODE  OF  CONDUCT  FOR  EVERYONE  AT  LEONARD  STANLEY  CE  

PRIMARY  SCHOOL  –  SOCIAL  NETWORKING   
 

2.1 Leonard  Stanley  CE  Primary  School  recognises  that  the  use  of  

Social  Networking  sites  is  an  important  part  of  our  everyday  lives.  

Many  Parents  /  Carers  will  want  to  share  proud  moments  and  

images  of  their  children  on  Social  media  especially  to  other  family  

members  and  friends.     
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2.2 Leonard  Stanley  CE  Primary  School  has  a  duty  to  protect  the  

School  and  members  of  the  School  Community.  The  School  must  

therefore  balance  the  rights  and  wishes  of  people  to  use  Social  

Media  with  a  need  to  protect  members  of  the  School  Community,  

especially  our  children.       

   

2.3  The  School  will  therefore  put  in  place  advice  for  the  use  of  Social  

Media  and  strict  guidelines  especially  over  areas  where  it  has  

control  (such  as  images  taken  on  school  premises  or  on  school  

trips  or  sporting  activities  referred  to  here  as  'School  Activities').   

 

3. THE FOLLOWING ARE GUIDELINES FOR THE USE OF SOCIAL MEDIA IN 

RELATION TO LEONARD STANLEY CE PRIMARY SCHOOL.   

 

3.1   Use  of  the  School's  Logo  for  Commercial  or  Charitable  promotion   

   

3.1.1   The  use  of  the  school’s  name,  logo  or  any  other  published  

material  is  not  allowed  without  written  prior  permission  from  

the  Head  Teacher.  This  applies  to  any  published  material  

including  the  internet  or  written  documentation.     

   

3.2   Images of your own children  not  taken  at  school or during  School 

Activities     

   

3.2.1   The  school  recognises  that  Parents  /  Carers  may  wish  to  

post  digital  images  of  their  children  whilst  in  school  uniform  
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(such  as  the  first  day  at  school).  However  it  is  recommended  

that  you  do  not  post  any  images  of  your  children  where  it  

would  be  possible  to  identify  them  and  the  school  they  go  

to.  If  images  are  posted  care  should  be  taken  with  privacy  

settings  so  that  your  child  could  not  be  identified  by  name.     

   

3.2.2   All  images  posted  must  not  be  taken  on  school  premises     

or  during  school  activity  and  must  be  of  your  own  child.  

Images  of  any  other  children  must  not  be  used  unless  you  

have  permission  from  that  child’s  parents  /  carer.   

       

 3.3   Images  taken  at  School  or  during  School  Activities   

   

3.3.1   The  School  obtains  permission  from  parents  /  carers  to  be    

able  to  use  images  of  children  or  their  work,  taken  on  school  

premises  or  during  school  activities.  These  can  be  used  at  

school  or  on  the  Website  or  future  initiatives  e.g.  a  school  

Twitter  account.     

   

3.3.2   Images  are  only  used  where  permission  is  granted  and  any  

group  images  are  only  used  when  we  have  permission  to  

use  the  images  of  all  of  the  children  present.  The  school  

must  therefore  control  what  images  are  used  when  taken  

on  school  premises  or  during  school  activities.   
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3.3.3   Any  images  of  employees,  children,  governors  or  anyone  

directly  connected  with  the  school  whilst  engaged  in  school  

activities  are  not  allowed  to  be  posted  on  Social  Media  

websites,  unless authorised by the Head teacher. 

   

3.3.4   Due  to  safe-guarding  and  child  protection  considerations,  

the  school  does  not  allow  parents  and  carers  etc  to  take  

images  of  children  whilst  on  school  premises  or  at  school  

functions, unless authorised by the Head teacher  

   

3.3.5   If  parents  /  carers  fail  to  follow  the  above  code  of  conduct  

(2.3.4),  the  school  may  restrict  their  future  presence  on  site.   

   

3.4   The  use  of  Social  Media  to  post  comments  about  Leonard  Stanley     

CE  Primary  School:   

   

3.4.1   The  school  recognises  the  rights  of  Parents  and  Carers  to  

have  free  speech.  However  it  must  balance  this  against  the  

need  to  protect  the  school,  its  staff,  Governors,  children  or  

anyone  connected  to  the  school,  against  derogatory,  

defamatory,  rude,  threatening  or  inappropriate  comments.   

   

3.4.2  Parents  /  Carers  are  therefore  advised  not  to  post  any  

comments,  either  positive  or  negative  about  the  school,  staff,  

Governors  or  anyone  connected  with  the  school.     

   



 
  
 

 
 

“Loving and Learning for Life, as Jesus taught us.” 

 
 

Leonard Stanley Social Networking Policy                                                                                       
 Next Review: Jan 2024 

pg8 
 

3.4.3  The  school  has  a  number  of  mechanisms  available  for  

Parents  /  Carers  to  raise  comments  or  issues  with  the  

school  directly.  This  includes  an  open  door  policy  or  a  more  

formal  complaints  procedure.       

   

3.5   Monitoring  of  Social  Media  and  internet  for  comments  about  

Leonard  Stanley  CE  Primary  School   

   

3.5.1   If  content  is  found,  members  of  the  School  Community  may  

be  asked  into  school  to  discuss  any  comments  further.     

   

3.6s   Other  Areas  –  In  addition  to  the  above  everyone  must  ensure  they:   

   

3.6.1   Do  not  disclose  confidential,  personal  or  otherwise  sensitive  

information;;  or  the  disclosure  of  information  or  images  /  

name  identification  that  could  compromise  the  security  of  

the  school  or  its  children.   

   

3.6.2   Use  social  networking  sites  responsibly  and  ensure  that  no  

personal  or  professional  reputation  is  compromised  by  

inappropriate  postings.   

   

3.6.3   Are  aware  of  the  potential  of  online  identity  fraud  and  to  

be  cautious  when  giving  out  personal  information  about  
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themselves  which  may  compromise  their  personal  safety  and  

security.     

   

NB  All  photos  and  images  used  will  only  contain  images  of  pupils  where  

prior  agreement  has  been  granted  by  parents  and  carers  (through  the  Digital  

images  permission  form.  See  Appendix  6  of  the  E-Safety  and  Acceptable  

use  policy).   

   

   

 


